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and volunteers across the nation for their ef-
forts in making Caribbean American Heritage
Month the success that it is.

During this month | hope all Americans will
join with me in celebrating the remarkable his-
tory, culture, and contributions of Caribbean
Americans to our nation’s past and future.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF TOM
PELLEGRINI, FOR FORTY YEARS
OF SERVICE AT NEPA ALLIANCE

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Tom Pellegrini on the occasion
of his retirement from the Northeastern Penn-
sylvania Alliance after forty years of service.
NEPA Alliance is a regional community and
economic development agency that assists
businesses and organizations with financial
and non-financial resources and solutions to
help them grow and succeed. NEPA Alliance’s
work in Northeastern Pennsylvania has been
invaluable.

Tom is a graduate of King’s College, holding
a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Government and
Politics, and he also completed additional
coursework in Business Administration. He
has been the driving force behind hundreds of
grants during his time at the NEPA Alliance.
Tom’s work has aided numerous economic
development agencies, non-profits, colleges,
and universities.

Over his stellar career, Tom has been a
member of the Luzerne County Business Incu-
bator Center Advisory Board, the Scranton/
Lackawanna Labor Management Council
Board, and has served as the Campaign Co-
ordinator for the United Way.

Tom resides in Exeter with his wife. He has
three children and is also a grandfather. Tom
is an avid sports fan and has enjoyed coach-
ing in a number of student basketball leagues
as well as the Exeter Lions Little League.

On behalf of the entire political leadership of
Northeastern Pennsylvania, | recognize Tom
for his years of service working with govern-
ment agencies to secure funding for key
projects in the region. Tom has been a great
resource to the community; he will be missed
in a well-deserved retirement, and we all wish
him the best.

HALIMA BANGURA
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Halima
Bangura for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Halima Bangura is a student at Standley
Lake High School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have
allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Halima
Bangura is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
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levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Halima Bangura for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MAXINE WATERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California. Mr.
Speaker, due to a medical emergency involv-
ing another passenger, my flight from Los An-
geles, California to Washington, D.C. was
forced to land mid-flight in Kansas City, Mis-
souri. The flight was grounded for an hour be-
fore we were able to continue on to our final
destination. Unfortunately, we were unable to
make up enough time and | missed the votes
on the House Floor scheduled for June 20,
2017 at 6:30 p.m. Had | been present, | would
have voted YES on H.R. 2847, and YES on
H.R. 2866.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE FAYETTE-
VILLE-MANLIUS STATE CHAM-
PIONSHIP RELAY TEAM

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the victory of the Fayetteville-
Manlius 3,200 Meter Relay Team in the New
York State Public High School Association
Class AA Championship on June 10, 2017.

Christy Berge, Palmer Madsen, Sophie
Ryan, Rebecca Walters, Phoebe White, and
Claire Walters of the Fayetteville-Manlius Hor-
nets took home the state title in the 3,200
meter relay with a time of 8:56.41. The team
is coached by Bill Aris.

| am honored to recognize the teamwork
displayed by the Fayetteville-Manlius Hornets
and to congratulate the members of the team,
their families, the coaching staff, and teachers
at Fayetteville-Manlius High School. This is a
historic win for Central New York and | am
confident that the positive experiences from
the 2017 season will yield continued success
in both athletics and academics.

———

HONORING KATE CLINTON

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and commend Kate Clinton, who
has, for 36 years, offered unique and original
insights as a political humorist and served as
an important leader in the fight for justice and
equality. She has made millions of people
laugh and see truth in new ways, and in doing
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so, has changed hearts and minds so as to
strongly impact America’s long fight to secure
equal rights for all of our citizens.

Kate Clinton’s books, columns, essays,
video blogs, and performances have affirmed
the lives of LGBT people and all who have
been marginalized, and her work has shed
light on all manner of injustice. As she has in-
vited people to see things differently, particu-
larly through her special brand of gentle but
pointed humor, she has provided joy and rec-
ognition to millions of people in her audience
and beyond. Her commitment to equality and
social justice is unwavering, not only as seen
through her comedic craft, but also through
her other important activist work as a feminist,
lesbian, and American artist who understands
that true equality can only exist when we all
enjoy it.

For nearly four decades, Kate Clinton has
built and used her unique platform to advance
progressive causes—most notably women’s
rights and LGBT equality—and has used
humor to build critical bridges of under-
standing between communities.

During this time when voices for progress
are threatened, and when humor is sometimes
the only salve for the weariness felt by so
many Americans who are fighting a better fu-
ture for our country and world, the work of art-
ists like Kate Clinton is vital to building soli-
darity; providing inspiration, insight and levity;
and generating courage to continue the ardu-
ous work of pursuing justice.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Kate Clinton for her many accom-
plishments, and wishing her continued suc-
cess in making us laugh, and sustaining our
resolve, in the years to come.

———

HONORING YEOMAN 3RD CLASS
SHINGO ALEXANDER DOUGLASS

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
Yeoman 3rd Class Shingo Alexander Doug-
lass from Oceanside who died serving his
country aboard the USS Fitzgerald. Shingo
was a fine young sailor who proudly served
his country. For such a young man he had ac-
complished so much. | know no words can de-
scribe the overwhelming grief of his family and
friends at this time. The only consolation we
here can offer is the thanks of the grateful na-
tion he served and our pledge to support his
and all other military families across our coun-
try. Shingo remains a hero whose memory will
continue to provide strength, courage and in-
spiration to the others. | thank him for the sac-
rifice he made to protect our country and to
help those who long for peace and freedom.
| would also like to commend the crew of the
USS Fitzgerald for all their efforts to save lives
and their ship. | would like to extend my deep-
est condolences to his loved ones and his fel-
low sailors. This unimaginable tragedy re-
minds us all to cherish those who serve.
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JOHN MOORE

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud John Moore
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

John Moore is a student at Pomona High
School and received this award because his
determination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by John
Moore is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will

guide them for the rest of their lives.
| extend my deepest congratulations to John

Moore for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE STATE CHAM-
PIONSHIP LIVERPOOL BASEBALL
TEAM

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the victory of the Liverpool Baseball
Team in the New York State Public High
School Association Class AA Championship
on June 10, 2017. The Liverpool Warriors de-
feated the Massapequa Chiefs 4—1 to secure
the Warriors’ first title in program history.

The Warriors, finishing the season 23-3,
were determined to win the program’s first
state title. Members of the championship team
include Nick Antonello, Peter Belgrader,
Thomas Bianchi, Jordan Brown, Joel
Ciccarelli, Jeff Destefano, Jake Evans, Bran-
don Exner, Jonah Harder, Andre Leatherwood,
Devan Mederios, Gerard Mouton, Zach
Pieklik, Matt Rioux, Nikolas Saunders, Zach
Scannell, Zach Scharett, Jacob Sisto, Owen
Valentine, and Joe Zywicki. The team is
coached by Fred Terzini.

| am honored to recognize the teamwork
displayed by the Liverpool Warriors and to
congratulate the members of the team, their
families, the coaching staff, and teachers at
Liverpool High School. This is a historic win
for Central New York and | am confident that
the positive experiences from the 2017 season
will yield continued success in both athletics
and academics.

———
IN RECOGNITION OF CLAGUE MID-

DLE SCHOOL FOR BEING DES-
IGNATED A “SCHOOL TO WATCH”

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Clague Middle School for being
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designated a “School to Watch” by the Na-
tional Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades Re-
form. This honor underscores the school's
commitment academic excellence and the

dedication of its students, educators and staff.

Originally founded in 1972, Clague Middle
School serves over 700 students in the Ann
Arbor area as part of the Ann Arbor Schools
system. The school provides a culturally
unique and diverse learning environment, with
its students speaking over 25 different lan-
guages and coming from a variety of different
backgrounds. In addition, the school hosts
many enrichment and academic opportunities
for its students, including a student-run news-
paper, a nationally-ranked Academic Games
team, as well as involvement in community
events like an annual Week of Service to
maintain the campus and surrounding area.
Due to these efforts, Clague Middle School
has been able to effectively meet the needs of
each individual student in the school while

serving the Ann Arbor community at large.

As a result of the school’s superior record of
achievement, Clague Middle School was
named a “School to Watch” by the National
Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform,
one of only 12 schools in Michigan to earn this
designation. In order to earn this honor,
schools must meet the criteria of academic ex-
cellence, individualized attention to students,
social equity, and organizational resilience to
maintain these high standards. This national
recognition highlights the unique learning envi-
ronment that exists at Clague as a result of
the hard work of its educators and staff. The
school’s students are provided the resources
and support they need to excel, and it is my
hope that Clague Middle School is able to
continue to build on its success in the coming
years.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the students and staff of Clague
Middle School for earning the designation of
“School to Watch” by the National Forum to
Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform. Clague
provides high-quality education and enrich-
ment opportunities.

——

INTRODUCTION OF A RESOLUTION
URGING CHINA, SOUTH KOREA,
VIETNAM, THAILAND, THE PHIL-
IPPINES, INDONESIA, CAMBODIA,
LAOS, INDIA, AND ALL NATIONS
TO OUTLAW THE DOG AND CAT
MEAT TRADE AND TO ENFORCE
EXISTING LAWS AGAINST THE
TRADE

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce a bipartisan resolution urging China,
South Korea, Vietnam, Thailand, the Phil-
ippines, Indonesia, Cambodia, Laos, India,
and all nations to outlaw the dog and cat meat
trade and to enforce existing laws against the
trade. It might surprise you to learn that an es-
timated 30,000,000 dogs and a great number
of cats die annually across Asia for the dog
and cat meat trade.

This resolution would urge nations that have
a dog and cat meat trade to adopt and en-
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force anti-cruelty laws, urge those nations to
increase efforts to prevent leather and fur by-
products from entering international markets,
and encourage those nations to enforce their
food safety laws to crack down on the sale of
dog and cat meat.

It is my sincere hope that this resolution will
send a strong message to countries where the
dog and cat meat trade still exist, and con-
tinue the animal protection movement that is
already rapidly growing across Asia.

Mr. Speaker, | hope this body will expedi-
tiously pass this measure. Doing so will reaf-
firm America’s commitment to the humane
treatment of our most beloved companions.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE EASTERN
NORTH CAROLINA REGION OF
THE AMERICAN RED CROSS

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Eastern North Carolina Region
of the American Red Cross and their commit-
ment to aiding our communities for 100 years.
The Eastern North Carolina Region is com-
prised of the Cape Fear, Central North Caro-
lina, Northeastern North Carolina, Sandhills,
and Triangle Area Chapters of the American
Red Cross.

This particular region of the American Red
Cross was founded in Raleigh, North Carolina
back during World War I, when 28 women
convened with the goal of determining how
they could best assist the war effort. Following
this historic meeting, this resourceful group
formally established the Eastern North Caro-
lina Chapter of the Red Cross. On March 12,
1917, President Woodrow Wilson officially
granted the Charter to the Wake County
Chapter of the American Red Cross. These
volunteers assisted wounded soldiers at near-
by Camp Polk throughout World War 1, in ad-
dition to running feeding stations and the sol-
diers’ Bath House near the railroad station in
Raleigh. From these small beginnings a cen-
tury ago, the Eastern North Carolina Region
now serves 53 counties and more than 4.6
million North Carolinians.

Established in our darkest hour, the Eastern
North Carolina Region of the American Red
Cross has stood the test of time—through two
World Wars, the Great Depression and many
other trials in our state’s history. This incred-
ible nonprofit organization has been a contin-
ued success story because of the strong men
and women who have volunteered their time,
energy, and efforts over the past century. |
hope this organization thrives for yet another
century of helping those in their greatest hour
of need.

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in hon-
oring the Eastern North Carolina Region of the
American Red Cross on their monumental
100th Anniversary accomplishment.
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